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Irregularities in the Treasury Be¬

coming More Apparent.

SOUTH CAROLINA'S SORROWS

Little Hope for the People
of Louisiana.

IDLING LEGISLATORS.

Conjectures About the Finale of the
Financial Farce.

Washington, April 8,1874.
The Lioniaiana Natter to Come Vp In the
Senate Again on Monday.Little Hope
fbr the People of the State.Judge
Durell Rot Anxious to Resign.
In tbe Senate to-day tbe regular order was con¬

tinued, and several private bills were passed. Sen¬
ator CarpenterVave notice tbaton Monday next he
would call np nia bill "to restore the rights of the
State of Louisiana." This grave and important
question was last discussed in tbe aplendtd and
tellliuupetyft made by him in tho Senate on March
2dTroT Stnu tben,' otring to tbe alleged nrgenoy
of me flnaqeeB lor settlement, the debate has gone
over for tbe time being, and tbe Senate has been
aknoat steadily engrossed with the requirements
or tbe national currency. Now that it la over,
since no more serious and responsible demands
can possibly be made upon tbe consideration of
tbe Senate, it is a matter of prolound anxiety to
many statesmen, as well as those who are distin¬
guished Tor patriotism, that this terrible stumbling
block shall be removed from the pathway of tbe na¬
tion's progress. Conscientious republicans feel that
this administration Is In some degree responsible
for tbe tyrannical state of affairs forced upon tbe
people of Louisiana In tbe usurpation of Kellogg,
tbongh the President is not held directly answer¬
able, nor as having nad any intention to persecute
them. They <10 not want tnts accountability to be
charged to their party, and want it corrected be¬
fore they are obllfpd to go before the people again
for their suffrages. In the present temper of the
Benate there is no hope for Louisiana unless some
change comes over the spirit now actuating them
In legislation, or there are additional reasons pre¬
sented why a view different from that heretofore
entertained should now be taken by them. The
government of Kellogg has been at work absorb¬
ing everything all the time, and hence now pre¬
sents In Its acts for the time being something to
commend It to the people. Serious doubts are en¬
tertained whether tbe notorious and indecorous
lodge Oureil can ever be displaced, ana. as to his
resigning, there are good grounds for saying that
he will under no consideration help himself ont of
office by resigning.
Removal of Commissioner of Customs
Haines and Confirmation of His Suc¬
cessors.Too Much Zeal In the Honest
Serriee of the Government the Cause.
The confirmation to-day of H. C. Johnson as

Commissioner of Customs, successor to Mr. M. T.
Uaines, which was foreshadowed in these d«-
fpatches some weeks ago as about to be done in
tbe Interest of the re-election of Senator Scott,
has crevted considerable excitement here among
officials and politician.*, the former of whom feel
unsale In tbelr positions and the latter confused
on account of this strange interpretation of the
civil service regulations. But another lar more
¦eriouB complexion is given to it now sinco it has
oeen developed that there is another cause under¬
lying the change and one with which the Interests
of the general government are largely and in¬
separably connected. It appear* that the
law which allowed tropical fralts to bo
entered duty free, and which it will be
remembered created an excitement in the
benate debate of February zo, was bnnglci
or intentionally garbled in its punctuation. Thus
Irutts came in duty iree. and consequently there
are a large nt>mber of cases wherein a claim for
refundment Is made against the Treasury Depart¬
ment. They emenate from Boston and New York
principally, and involve a payment from the Treas¬
ury of about $fioo,ooo now, and a prospective loss
to the government or about $2,000,000. Tho Com¬
missioner of Customs, Mr. Haines, protested
against these as a lraud against the government,
and the unseemly haste with which the claims
were being rushed through tbe department, lie
declined to approve them and he was sent for im¬
mediately by Mr. Richardson, the Secretary of tbe
Treasury, and tbe screws were put on him at once,
lie was given instructions promptly to audit the
aioresajd claims, lie positively declined to
do It, unless the Secretary of the
Treasury would give him a written
order to tnat effect. This was finally done,
by a letter, which was recalled after some $40,000
were paid out under It, and the Instructing clause
was struck out, it having been discovered by the
astute Secretary that it was a serious mistake to
do it and a grave responsibility to Interfere with
the duties of an officer who is by law invested with
the authority of a comptroller, but the record of it
remains In the Final Accounting Department.
There is a rlmr Interested In this fruit business,
which, it Is said, some high officials have con¬
nection with, and tbe object is to detraud the
government out of thousands of dollars. Mr.
Haines nas been removed because he was in the
way and tried to save the government about
$2,000,000. To effect this, as he was appointed
from Pennsylvania, Senators Cameron and Scott
wore appealed to by the Secretary of the Treasury,
stating that the resignation of Haines on April 1
would be acceptable and that they could nominate
his successor. He decided to decline resigning,
und the first namcu Senator withdrew from the
advocacy of his successor, but Senator Scott,
through the influence of Assistant Secretary
Sawyer, persisted in making room for a pliable
incumbent.
Opposition of Citizens and Representa¬
tives of South Carolina to Interfer¬
ence with Her State Afffclrs.
Tbe sub-committee of tbe Houso Committee on

the Judiciary, consisting of Messrs. Tremaln, White
and tildridge, to-day heard a committee, appointed
by the Republican State Central Committee of
Sonth Carolina, in opposition to a delegation from
the Taxpayers' Convention of that State, who were
heard last Monday. U C. carpenter, editor of a
Columbia Journal, first addressed the sub-com¬
mittee, saying that tne State censtitutlon guar¬
antees equal Justice to all, both white and black,
und protesting against any Interference by tbe
general government. He urged that the system of
taxation and representation which prevails in
South Carolina was precisely the same which pre¬
vailed in every other State in the Union. It
was not true, as alleged, that those who
pay the taxes have no hand in levying
them; but it conld be shown from the records that
many or those who talk loudest about oppressive
taxation pay no taxes at all, not even the poll tax,
and that their names do not even appear on the
tax lists. Speeches or tbe same tenor were made
by ex-Congressman B. H. Whittemoro and Messrs.
Johnson, Neagle and others. Tbe Congressmen
from South Carolina and the delegates rrom the
Taxpayers' Convention were also present. Con¬
gressman Elliott made an argument against the
prayer or the memorialists on constitutions!
grounds and protested against Congressional In¬
terference. He held that the evils complained of
can readily be abated by conciliatory tactics on
the part of the memorializing party, and
.aid the thoughtful republicans or the State are
ready and anxious to co-oporate. The Supreme
Court or tbe United States, in the case "State or
Texas vs. White," held doctrines opposed to tbe
spirit of the prayer of the memorialists, and In
..Mecnllough vs. State or Maryland" maintained
the doctrine that the federal government cannot
interfere to prevent abuse or tbe taxing power In
a State, Mr. Whittemoro followed Mr. Elliott in-

velgblng against the memorialists for their refusal
to participate In UM oeaventaons for forming tbe
new Bute government, and denying tbe charges
of extravagant use of the public lands, also hold¬
ing that taxation In 8oath Carolina Is not exces¬
sive. There will be another hearing for both sides
next Wednesday.
A BUI VoiMMlaf Government OMelale

to Receive Perquisites or Feee.
Mr. Woodford, of Mew Torn, In tbe House to¬

day, from tbe Committee on Civil Service ffeform,
reported a bill providing that no officer of the
United States sball directly or Indirectly receive
or be paid for bis own use or benefit any money or
property of the Onlted States except his salary or
compensation, and that no public property shall
do used by officials or by any person lor private
purposes; the act not to be so construed as to pre¬
vent the payment of all actual and necessary
travelling expenses when travelling on tie legiti¬
mate and necessary duties pertaining to their
offices. Mr. Maynard, ol Tennessee. Inquired how
the bill would affect tbe collectors of ports, whose
compensation was made up largely of fees.
Would it restrict them to their salaries and no
more f Mr. Woodford replied that It would.
Mr. Dawes, of Massachusetts, offered an
amendment by Inserting the words "or make any
private profit or use of the labor or service of any
person employed by the United States, which labor
or service is pud for by tbe United States."
Congressmen Who ClsMtor tor Deepsteh
of Business Wsstiag Use Precious mo¬
ments of sa Bvsnlag Session st tbe
Opera.The Course of Use Finance De¬
bate.
Music has ebarms superior to tbe clamor of ln-

na'-lontsts, and, despite the rain, the Nllsson opera
was crowded to-night. oonspicuous members
of the audience were Senators and Representa¬
tives. Tbe latter clamored at the close of the ses¬
sion this afternoon for an evening session, to help
finish the debate, with fifteen minute speeches. A
dozen members, anxious to get on the record, at¬
tended. To-morrow, till half-past three, ten min¬
ute speeohes will be Indulged In. Then comes the
previous question, which mav not be seconded;
then tbe host or amendments, and in all proba¬
bility the bill will be before tbe Bouse till the end
of tbe week.
Heytian National Mourning Over the

Death of Senator Sumner.
The despatches to tbe Haytian Legation from

Port au Prince announoe that when tbe official
announcement of the death of tbe late Senator
Sumner was made, on tbe 2lst ult, the dags on
the President's palace, tbe forts and the public
buildings were' at once placed at half-mast In
token of respect for the loss of that eminent
statesman. The badge of mourning was worn
until the 26th, when an impressive and solemn
funeral service took place in tbe Cathedral. The
ceremony was attended by the President, the mem*
bers of his Cabinet, tbe diplomatic body, and all
the officials of the government. During mass the
cannons of tbe fortifications round tbe city fired
minute guns and the military forces were under
arms. This sad and deeply regretted event Is
considered by the Haytlan people as a public
calamity, and they were aaxious to testify tbeir
appreciation of the noble labors, humane feelings
and integrity of tbe iate senator Dy making that
day a national day of mourning.
The Black Bob Shawnee Indians of
Kansas Protest Against the Sale of
Their Lands.
The secretary of the Interior transmitted to the

Senate to-day an official letter from Superintend¬
ent Enoch Hoag, protesting, In behalf of the Black
Bob Shawnee Indians, of Kansas, against the pas¬
sage of the bill introduced In the House of Repre¬
sentatives by Mr. Cobb, of Kansas, providing for
the sale of their lands, comprising some S3,ooo
acres, in Kansas, which have been already exten¬
sively occupied Dy trespassing settlers. Mr. Hoag
says these lands are worth $16 per acre, whereas
tue bill provides for their sale to the settlers at $6
per acre.
Ocean Cable Communication Unobstruct¬

ed by Monopoly.
Mr. Sargent, of California, introduced, by re¬

quest, in the Senate, a bill secure anti-monopoly
ocean cable commnnicattoa between Europe,
America and Asia It gives to W. Cornell Jewett
and bis associates all tbe rights, powers and privi¬
leges to land, use and operate ocean cablet in the
Interests of the Aaerlcaa .frrtfrtmetrt and people
between Europe and New York, or any other de¬
sirable points on the Atlantic coasts; also between
San Francisco or any other desirable points on the
Pacific coast and China and Japan or desirable
points or Asia, under the same provisions, restric¬
tions and limitations as granted by tbe Telegraph
act ol March 29,1867. It was referred to the Com¬
mittee on Foreign Relations.

The Transit of Venus.
Professor Peters and Dr. Henry Draper, of New

York, are both actively engaged at tbe Observa¬
tory in making preparations lor observation or the
transit of Venus.

THE ASSASSINS OF CREDIT.
Vain Effort* of the Inflation Advocates
to Convert Sophistry Into Logic.Con-
sclence-Strlcken Demagogues Endeavor-
lng to Reconcile Folly and Rlghteous-
new-Mr. Beck's Bill to Abolish Na¬
tional Banks.

Washington, April 8,1874.
The House, at a quarter to two, resumed the

consideration of the Currency bill.
Mr. Cobubn, (rep.) or lnd., made a speech in

favor of the bill. He denied the assertion that
what the South and West lacked was not currency,
but capital. He maintained the contrary, that it
was not capital they wanted, but currency. The
census tables showed that they had wealth and
capital in abundance; quite enough to com¬
mand respect and to silence those who insolently
made such a statement, lie could see no safety In
contraction and none in standing still. The Dili
passed by the Senate was now on the Speaker's
table. So far as it went it was a measure
of relief, and his advice would be to
adopt that measure without amendment, as the
best that could be done at present. He argued
that the banking system of the country was estab¬
lished and could not be safely changed. The with¬
drawal of the bonds and the calling in or the bank
loans would ruin business. It would be better to
add $50,000,000 to their circulation than overdraw
them.

THE GREAT LISSOM OF THE PANIC
was that there should be a reserve of currency In
the Treasury, within the reach of the people. The
value or currency depended not on its redemption
In coin, but in the ability and willingness of the
people to pay taxes and to Bnpply revenue to pay
the debt and interest. The way to resume specie
payment was to keep up the prosperity of the people,
and this could be done by a moderate expansion.Specie payment was a myth everywhere. The banks
always suspended on a run. Time and credit
would work the government out of debt and
bring up the currency to the gold point. At the
close or the war the paper circulation was twici
Its present volume, and the people did not suffer,but prospered. Tne pains of contraction had been
leit when the present limit was reached. Business
had Increased and more currency was needed, ir
contraction was necessary why (lid not the greatEastern bankers, who urged It, set the exampleby withdrawing their circulation? Legal tenders
were the llteblood of the nation In war and peace.With them wages has risen fifty per cent, ft was
the poor man's currency, It was the farmer's cur¬
rency, for it gave him good prices and a home
market.
Mr. Townsend, (rep.) of Pa., opposed the bill as

one that provided for an unlimited inflation or the
currency. Hs opposed it because it was a sur¬
render or the great provision of the constitution
which requires Congress to provide a sound and
safe currency for the people and to regulate the
value tbereor. The House would be recreant to its
duty if it railed to keep a stern grasp on the cur¬
rency and restrain it irom overflowing its bounds
and running into inflation. To show the necessaryconsequences or inflation he exhibited a diagram,which was held up by two pagea standing on the
reporters' desk, and on which he traced the rise
and rail or the circulation at various periods, show¬
ing that wherever circulation attained its greatestaltitude it was loUowed oy a crash, by a financial
panic. He warned the author of the bill (Mr. May-
nard, of Tennessee) that this bill was

PAVINO TH1 WAT TO REPUDIATION.
This condition or things bad been predicted 2,000
years ago, when Vlrtfl wrote, ''PaoUit demvnmu
Avernt, tea revocare araOum, hie est labor, hoc opus
est," whicn, rendered into the vernacular, meant
thai the gentleman from Tennessee might provide
for the issue or a large mass or shmplasters, but
that it would be hard work and labor to redeem
them. (Lautrhter.) Ue argued that this bill would
render specie payments Indefinite and would prob¬ably postpone them lorever. There was but one

Wftjr to f«t oat of the difficulty, and that vu to
get out at tbe same bole that we went in at. As
they bad gone in by expansion, so they must go
out by contraction.

abolition op national bank notm.
Mr. Bios, (dem.) of Ry., stated that be had,

early in the sesoion, prepared and had had re-
lerred to tbe Committee on Ways and Means a bill
which be bad hoped would have been reported
back, boi It bad not been. Tbe purpose of it waa
to substitute the notes of the government (or those
of tbe national banks and to give to the people,instead of fo tbe bondholders, the credit or the
government. Under the present system a few
men obtained tbe credit of c|| government /or al¬
most nothing, and tbe pending Diu ocTf proposed
to extend It lrom the few men who now had It to
other* ol a ilk? ola§s who happened to have tbe
bonds. He hoped to be able to move bis bill as a
substitute for tbe pending measure, fie would
make tbe legal tender notes receivable as
payment of all duties due to the government. All
the depreciation of the currency bad been brought
about by the government in the Interest of the
bondholders by repudiating Its own debts and by
refusing to taxe legal tenders In payment of cus¬
toms dutieB, while It forced ttscltlzeus to take the
legal tenders in payment of private debts. It was
the duty of the government to manage Its own
currency and see that It is Kept good, uniform and
or equal value everywhere. He warned the East
not to oporees vhe West, for In ten years two-
thiras or the members of the House wonid come
from west of the AlleghanIo9, and It might be that
other great avenues to the ocean would oe found
besides the preseut ones.that the Mississippi andthe St. Lawrence might be made the great water
highways lor the produce of the South and West.
Tbe people of the East had wealth, incomo, bonds,
and Congress bad a right to tax them all. He
hoped to see the day when the wealth of the coun¬
try, and not its poverty, would bear tbe burden or
taxation.

THB PREVIOUS QUESTION TO-day.
At the close of Mr. Beck's speech a general col¬

loquy arose as to the limitation of the debate.
Mr. Maynabu, (rep.) of Tenn., wanted to have

the debate confined to ten or fliteen minute
speeches.
Mr. shanks, (rep.) of Ind., objected to fliteen

minute speeches on the ground that a man who
could not say all he knew on the subject in five
minutes did not know anything about it.

In reference to Mr. Shanks' remark Mr. Mayvard
made an allusion to tbe fable of the man with the
ass.
Mr. Bdtlbr, (rep.) of Tenn., suggested in the

midst of tbe ooaiuslon that Governor Dix's Mes-
s&flr© b© rc&d
The arrangement Anally was that there should

be an evening session to-night for debate, and that
the previous question would be seconded at hall-
past three o'clock to-morrow.
The House then, at five o'clock, took a recess.

Evening Session.
The attendance at the evening session was con¬

fined to those members who had speeches to de¬
liver. The speeches were confined to tllteen
minutes each, so that a good many were got oir.
Mr. Mitchell, ol Wisconsin, occupied the Speaker's
chair.

THE WASHINGTON SING.
The Investigation or the Act* of the
Dlatrlct of Colombia Board of Public
Works.Contract* Imperfectly Fulfilled
and the Treasury Cheated la the bay¬
ing of Pavements.

Washimotox. April 8, 1874.
In the District Investigation to-day Mr. 0. H.

Quimby, of Chicago, was examined with reference
to the durability of the De Golyer and McLellan
wood pavement No. 2, which was laid under hia
superintendence on Pennsylvania avenue and on
other streets in this city. He testified that the
pavement was a it and ana a humbug, bnt that it
was not discovered by him to be such until his at¬
tention was subsequently called to Lake street, In
Chioago, which was in all stages of decay* When
witness made the discovery he came on to Wash¬
ington. bringing with him one or two of the de-

He went to see Mr. Shepherd, and
called his attention to the fact that the blocks were

.hould^nowu. tdM "Wfta tlmethat the people
Mr. Shepherd* said It did not take a great deal of

argument to convince the Boart of that lact.
Subsequently he understood that an order was

Board of Public Wore* stopping the
blocks altogether, but that be hud reason

to believe the order was rescinded, beoause he saw
n^L011 Wlth the 8ttUie blocks aiter-

wards. He testified that the pavement oost fti 50
per square yard, and was very profitable tothe
haB®afthrs at.kthe Pr,ce8 allowed by ihe Board.
2«t nl i ?. ltems rendered by De Golyer AMcLellan for grading. When asked If bethought

charged for had been done by
v. j ? ^nt no such amount 'of

been done ; the wood pave-
ment was a worthless one because 01 the
process by which the wood was treated. A letter
was at)own to him In his cross-examination which
he identified as having written to Governor
Shepherd, complaining of tne pavement, in it an
aliuMon was made to Hon. u B. KarweU or
Chicago, member of Congress. 1

subsequently that gentleman appeared before
Hie ^onjnyttee and maUe a sworn statement to the
ettect that in September last he was called uoon at
his place of business In Chicago by Mr. McLeUan,
^r- Jeuklflg^ and ex-Senator Uooiutie. as at^
torneys. They Informed him tnat Ueuoivpr
and McLellan had been stopped in E
work at Washington and tim they had
a irreat many blocks of Heated wool!
iDi ,tl!? .cJty wUlcU t,)eJ wished tfcune np. They
said If they could get the material used up thev
would not ask lor anv more contracts, but would
leave the city. Witness said he catue, without fee
or consideration, Irom Chicago at his own ex¬
pense, and had a conference with Governor Shep¬
herd. He asked the uovernor to allow the firm to
use up what wood they had on hand In Washing¬
ton and he assented. The witness had never heard
the McGolyer pavement criticised in Cnlcago
where a great deal of it had been laid. When
speaking to Governor Shepherd he (toe
Governor) said that some one had written

"^emning the process; witness
replied that he did not want the Mocks
to be taken, nnless the Governor received testi¬
monials that satisfied him that they were good
ones. He did not know whether such testimonials
were furnished or not. He had not conversed
with anybody since on the subject, and he had no
reason to believe that his request had not been
complied with. He came here at great incon¬
venience to simply oblige one or two of hia con¬
stituents who were Interested.
Mr. Henry a. Wiiiard, Vice President and execn*

tlve officer of the Board of Public Works, wae next
placed on the stand. He stated that Samuel
Strong, a centractor. had submitted a statement
to tne Board of Public Works asking for a settle¬
ment of the differences between them since the
investigation began, and that Governor shepherd
and Colonel Magruder had signed it, but that the
other three members of the Board had refused, and
that the paper was then torn np.
Governor Shepherd explained by stating that

Mr. Harrington had handed tne paper to him, tell¬
ing mm that it was a proposition made by Mr.
hfi?o£,wh0to l?e difference existing between
!? i? ®oard, and that there was nothing

objectionable in it. He sluned without examining
It, and sent it to the Hoard for their action: that
when it was read and considered in full Board it
was unanimously rejected.
Mr. Wlllard iurtner testified that he thought the

January interest on the $4,000,000 loan was raised
in New »ork city by hypothecating sewer bonds.

«^ers; who yesterday requested to
?r «

Bridge street, Georgetown, and ascertain
If John O. Evans treated the wood laid by him In
Sr^anceK.wl.tri tf),e contract, returned with a
specimen block, and testified that the wood was
lronlzed, but very imperfectly.
The evidence of the otner witnesses examined

was unimportant.

ARREST OF OLOUOH.
William Clongh was arrested last night by Cap¬

tain Byrnes, of the Fifteenth precinct police, and
locked up at the station bouse. He Is charged with
shooting and wounding "Tony," alias «Doony"
Harris the night before last in the drinking saloon
of Isaac Reed, on the corner of Amity street and
South Fifth avenue. The police started In pursuit
of Clough at two o'clock yesterday morn¬
ing and at first traced him to West Fifty-
eighth street. From there he was followed
to Bast Fortieth street, where they received
exact Intelligence of him. Clough after leaving

e. h ®treet took refuge in the Tenth ward, and
Captain Byrnes located him there yesterday after¬
noon ; but when tne police got to the house where
£* supposed to oe. Clough had disappeared,
ihe chase was continued through the Eighth ward
up to eleven o'clock last nignt, when Captain
Byrnes found the fugitive and took him into cus-
i®dy. He was secreted In a back room at the
house of Charles DImond, at the corner
of Houston and Sullivan streets. Ho had
elaborate plans laid lor escape, but the po-
lice pounced upon him unexpectedly before
ne had time to execute them. Clough admitted
the shooting, saying it was done tn sell-deience.

l®Je'y bartender for a saloon keeper known
fL.,.?Jt *-

' £» warrant lor his arrest was
issued by Coroner Woltman. Clough is the «ev-

,or murd«r in tne Flfteentn
preeiaot within the past eightoen months. He
will be arraigned before the Coroner to-day. Word

nM P01'0" Ia,t n,Kht from Bellevne
not yefbeen founrff1* WM ver,'ow- Th0 h*d

"OHABITY OOAIfc"
Mr. Atvrood Asserts His Innocence.

»BW YoBE, April 8, 1874.
To tbs Editor or thb Herald:.
The charges mado in Judge Blxby's Court and

reported In the Hdrilp this morning against me
are raise and malicious, and made by Pbllilpps to
save himself, if possible. He threatened In ad-
vance to give me trouble if I proseouted him for
larceny, hoping to leter me therefrom. I shall ap¬
pear to-morrow before the Commissioners of
Charities and Correction, with evidence in full
refutation. JOHN W. ATWOOD

THE 8A2TBORN SCANDAL.

Testimony Touching the Veracity of the Secre¬
tary and Assistant Secretary of the Treas¬
ury.Solieitar Banfleld'a Convicting Evi¬
dence-Cheaper Offers of farming the
Sevenae Beleeted.General Butler
in the Hole of Outraged Virtue.

3V!E:.
WianmoTON, April 8,1874.

To the unpleasant evidence of corruption In the
management ol the Treasury Department afforded
by the removal of Commissioner Haines, and which
la to be fully investigated by the Committee on
Ways and Means, was added to-day the circum¬
stantial evidence of E. 0. Banfleld, Solicitor of the
Treasury Department, who most explicitly contra¬
dicted Secretary Hlcnardson and Assistant Secre-
tary Sawyer in regard to the giving out of the
Sanborn contracts, A question of veracity has
been raised between the solicitor and the Secre¬
tary and his asaistant, with all the evidence thaa
far taken, In the opinion of the committee, in favor
of the Solicitor. In subatanco Mr. Richardson
awore that he BMW nothing about the contracts,
that he sign** the papera as mere routine busi¬
ness, and the-flhtlre responsibility rested upon the
Solicitor. MaSawyer'a Ignorance was regarded
by the commftjoi as that of method and not of
infirmity, and, as Mr. Banfleld had been made
the scapegoat, he was anxloua to ahow In
this Christian era that the old method of bearing
another's slna could not be imposed on him. He
gave the moat definite account of the manage-
ment and authority veBted in the Solicitor's office,
and drew dlattnctiy the line dividing him as an
officer of the Department of Justice irom that of
advisory law officer of the Treasury Department.
Having established all this, he then proceeded to
show that throughout the pending of the Sanborn
contracts In the Treasury Department, the whole
matter waa entirely in the hands or the Secretary,
and that he never did and never could have drawn
up a single paper or prepared a single document
without first receiving the sanction of the Secre.
tarv; that In this particular matter both Secretary
Richardson and Assistant Secretary sawyer fre¬
quently consulted; that there was the lullcst di¬
rection given in the matter, and that when the
papers were examined by the Assistant Secretary
and Bigncd by the Secretary it was the cul¬
mination ol previous instructions. It wus
true he gave Messrs. Presbury and Green their
commissions, as lie had a perfect right to do, with-
ont consulting the Secretary. The law gave him
the right, but in the other matter now engaging
the attention ol the committee, he wanted it un¬
mistakably understood that either verbal or writ¬
ten orders guided Mm in all he did for the office of
the Secretary. All this was exceedingly interest¬
ing to members of the committee, who had begun
to thlnlt poor memories or inability were requisite
for a Treasury official. To make the evldenco
moie interesting and that Mr. Sawyer might have
no reason to complain of inability, in the Solicit¬
or's arraignment of the Secretary, Mr. Banfleld
informed the committee not only was the Assist¬
ant Secretary not ignorant of the Sanborn con¬
tracts and all the legislation wnich was broughtabout to accommodate those thirsting for the
money of delinquent taxpayers, out that prior to
the passage of the law under which the
contracts were given two gentlemen called at his
office to convince him that an act passed in 1870
gave the Solicitor of the Treasury an opportunity
ol ao construing the law as to include the very
corporations and parties provided for by subse¬
quent legislation. He was told he could»w*ider
scope to the uct and facilitate business wonder¬
fully. Mr. Banfleld took the matter under con¬
sideration, and, finally, positively refused to favor
his persistent visitors, who were ex-CongressmanKelsey, of New York, and tho present Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury, the then Senator Saw-
yer, of south Carolina. Mr. Sawyer, In his evidence,
swore he did not have anytuing to do with the
business, and tha*. it was all news to him. Said a
dlstlngulsned republican Senator, upon bearing of
the result of the Ways and Means oommittee ex¬
amination to-day, "In a department where abi ity,integrity and honesty are supposed to exist in a
greater degree than any other of
departments, it would seem almost certain that
not one of these requisite virtues can be found/'
The important testimony is given more fully below.
The Committee of Ways and Means in their

BAoaion to-day examined first under oathM?& H Waddett anJ his aon, Mr. Uovd
D. Waddell, or Sew York. ,.Thet'h^t'®°nnyrelated merely to their connection with Sanoorn,
they having originally procured tne information in
regard to unpaid legacy and succession taxes
which idformation was afterwards worked up t'7
Mr uoug^liM and the ooiiscpnn made through tho
District Attorney's office.

tMr. Waddell waa to receive twenty-five P*r cent
of the sums collected, but that rate was reduced
to ten per cent, and, finally, the contract between
him and 8anborn was annulled. Both Waddell
and his son denied all knowledge of any connec-
tion with the matter of any member of Congress
or any Treasury official. The older Waddell had
applied to the Treasury Department 'or a oontract
under the law, bat had received no answer to his
application, be had not mentioned in it any rate
of compensation, but he informed the committee
that he would willingly have contracted with the
government at the rate of ten per cent- iWtt-
nesses thought the law under whieh the contracts
weremadeagood one if properly administered,
on the ground that extraordinary inducements
were necessary In order to stimulate increased
ariivltv in the collection of taxes.
Mr. -Butler, of Massachusetts, came before tne

committee and complained that wltnesaes had
been examined« rererence to his private affair?,
and that he had not been notified to be present to
hear the testimony and. if he deemed It PJoP?['cross-examine the witnesses. He had had much
exuerlenoe in committees, and It had been his
uniform practice whenever a witness mado a
statement involving a member ot either House, to
suspend the examination and to send lor the
member. He simply asked lor that meaaure of
cosrteay to himself.

,, , ,K_The chairman, Mr. Dawes, replied that the
allusions to Mr. Butler's name m the testimony
had been only incidental, and that when wit¬
nesses were asked several questions the commit¬
tee could not know in advance that their answers
would refer to a member of Congress. He aa-
suredMr. Butler that the lntentlon of the com¬
mittee waa to let him aee any part of the' teatl-
mony which he might regard as in any way
reiiectlng upon him and to give him the (nHeat op-
portunlty ol explaining it or of

ineitsca. After a long colloquy on the subject Mr.
Beck notified Mr. Butler that tne «amlnaU°nor
Mr. Sanborn would be continued to-morrow and
that It was very probable that some inquiries
might be directed Into the business

mMr!' Bauer"aid that'lie could not P^«ent
keep order on a boat running between Baltimore

^SoUd^MBanfleld aiso made an additional state¬
ment to the committee, defending his official acts
in the matter ot the Sanborn contracts aoalnst re¬
flections upon him, which he supposed were made
by Secretary Richardson and Assistant Secretary
S TMp'olnt of Mr. Banfleld's statement was that
his duties in regard to the Sanborn contracts were
not original! but merely advisory. That he was
not responsible lor initiating the syatem; hut that
lie was prepared to share with the other officials
of the Department the responsibility of havlng con-
curred In it. The system had been initiated,
alter consultation with him, by Secretary
Kontweli and the then Assistant Secretary,Mr? Richudaon. He nated that with the ex-
ceptlon or issuing the secret service credentials to
Messrs. Green and Presbery, Mr. Sanborn s agents,which was a matter wholly in his discretion as
solicitor, ho had written nor signed no paper and
done no act connected with the Hanbop contract
from beginning to end, except by the direction of
the Secretary or the Assistant Secretary. Ho
stated also that some time before the passage of
tne act of 1871 In relation to contracts off this char¬
acter a apeclal appeal was made to him by Mr.
Kelsey, of new YorkTand Mr. Sawver, then Sena¬
tor, now Assistant secretary of the Treasury, to
mve to the act of 1870 a broader construction than
be thought It would bear, for the purpose of making
it embrace taxes withheld by railroad companies,
and that Mr. sawyer was very earnest about tho
matter.

JEW TOBft COIIFiSEIVCE,

The eighty-fourth session of the New York Con¬
ference ot je Methodist Episcopal Church was

opened yesterday morning at St. John's chnrcb, in
Fifty-third street, near Eighth avenue. About loo
ministers attended. Bishop J. T. Peek presided.
Mr. Alexander McLean acted as Secretary and
Rev. B. T. Osborne and A. Ostrander as Aaoatant
secretaries.
Portions 01 tne Scriptures were read and

prayer offered, and then the roll of members was
called. Aboat twenty different committees were
appointed, the Committee on Missions consisting
of R«v. S. D. Broira, tLD.O. Crawford, 8. J. Fur-
puson, A. K. Sanford, W. (Joss and J. T. Bates,
and tnc Committee on Temperance of tho follow¬
ing named gentlemenKev. O. il. Gregory, H. M.
Itlrklns, J. Birch, J. W. Macomber, A. S. Mathews
and W. C. Smith.
Dr. Nelson, of the Methodist Book Concern, ad*

dressed the meeting m regard to that institution
giving an interesting array of tacts and ttgures.
Some prominent clergymen oi the Metnodist

Episcopal Church were introduced to tte meeting,
an<l other minor business «W transacted. The
real business of the Conference will probably begin
to-day, yesterday's tfort being merely preparatory.
The sessions will extend oyer a week. One ol the
most important duties of the Conference Is the
"passing" of characters, which is done tn this
manner. Tne name of each preacher is called, and
If any one knows anything derogatory ty his
character or conduct he has the right to impeach
mm m open Conference. If no such answer ap¬
pears, the '.character" is given, and the Bishop
pusses on to the next name on the list. The last
act or the Conference will be the announcement of
appointments and transfers or ministers by the
Bishop.
At three o'clock in the afternoon a meeting was

held in the church in the interest of the Freea-
men's Aid Society. Rev. Dr. Osborne and Dr. R. S.
Rust delivered addressee In support ot the efforts
to lltt up the colored race. They dwelt on the
duiv which the Methodist Episcopal Church owed
to these <000,OOu people and on the vast impor-
tance of the educational and missionary work
among the rreedmen or the South.The lollowing is the programme of the remain¬
ing days or tho Conierence:.
Thbrsiut, April 9-9 v M .Conference session; 7 JO

r M. missionary sermon by the (lev. M. A Terry.Pamir, April 10.9A. M., Cooferenoe M-nston ; 3 jo P. M.,anniversary of the Tract and Huuilav School Union; ad-
«Te,!r S®v- JLP- Hw"\. the Kev. C. 8. narrower,nr?" *

* Hawxhurst and tho Kev, J. O. Vincent,fLrj'7- anniversary ol the Conicrence Mis-
Tyu*tS}*}y'' rtd<lr''*!'.Va <" th« K'v- w Ackerlv,

fev T M KM/D D® McClelland and the

p8AT0«DAT: AP"' Conference flcuton; 7 SOP. M., Anniversary ol the Ladles and Pastors' ChristianUnion, In the Forty-third street Methodist Kpiteopalchurch; addresses by the Kev. A. Longacre and Mrs.Wlltenmeyer.
12.9 A. M., Conference Love Keait;10 .JO A. M., Sermon by tho dresiding i.ishop, the Hev.T- Peck. D. I)., followed by ordlnntion of deacons;3 P. M., Anniversary of the Hew York Education Society,in the Free Tabernacle, Thirty-fourth street near Eighth

avenue; addresses by the Rev. J. H. Hurst, 1>. D., Presi¬
dent of Drew Theological Seminary, and the Kev. E. I).
Haven, D. D.; 7 jl> P. M., Ordination of elders In the
Seventh avenue church, near Fourteenth street; 7 At
P. M., Anniversary ol the Conference Temperance No-
ciety id st. John's cnurch, Ktfty-third street, uear Broau-
way addresses by the Rev. W. P. Abbott and the Rev C.
D. Poss, D. U.

.M oritur, April 15, 9 A.M., Conference Session: 7 30
P. M., Anniversary of the Church Extension socletv;addresses by the Rev. ft. M. strstton, D, D., the Ke'v.
William Lloyd and the ltev. C. C. MuCabe.

THE METHODISTS.
Kew York BMt Conference.First Day.
Organisation.Appointment of Btmnd-
Ing Committees.Paatoral Report*.MIs-
cellaneou*.
The twenty-sixth session of the New York East

Conference was opened yesterday by BiBhop
Wiiey, who has recently been bereaved by the
death ol a son. The Bishop looked pale and ner-
vous yesterday, anu, after the devotional exercises,
made a suitable reference to his loss. He came, he
said, with some misgiving and trembling. He had
just laid away In the grave a noDie boy whom, he
had hoped, was going to be a mtulster and a mis¬
sionary. He was ripe for heaven, and the i>ord
took him. The Bishop asked his brethren's for¬
bearance and their prayers for him that in any
matter bis Inexperience in conducting the busi¬
ness may not cause paro or trouble to any brother,
lie trusted that while they were together the pres¬
ence and power ol God might reBt upon them.
The roll was then called by Rev. D. A. Goodselb

who was aiterward re-elected secretary of the
Conference. He selected as his assistants Revs. J.
Simmons, D. O. Ferris and C. Bachman.

SYMPATHY WITH BISHOP WILEY.
Dr. John A. Roche then gave expression to the

deep sympathy of his own heart and that of his
brethren with the Bishop's affliction, and moved a
resolution to this effect, which was adopted by a
rising vote. The Bishop thanked the Conference
(or this tender expression of their sympathy with
him and asked their prayers. His spirit, he re¬
marked, was very calmly trusting in Jesus, but his
nervous system is shattered, and he nas not so
much control over his body as he would like.

THK STANDING COMMITTEES.
At the last session of the Conference the presid¬

ing elders were appointed a committee to nomi¬
nate the standing committees for this year. Dr.
bcuiider thereiore reported the following:.
On naiittifM. Revg. W. Rom. N. G. Cheney, J. V. 8»nn-

rter* '(! s Wins C. P. Corner, A. Booiti, »¦ H. Crotut,K. W. Jones, G. B. Dowinberre and C. W. ds^a^her.Ttmpvral Xronbtnu-Uevs. t>. W. Abbott, W. HcAllsier,lUCV^|l.VjhWne. W. P.

Merwln. .ten,Kcuddt? PietclKr and PUisbury, to whleU, on motion
«&£?&££&£ fc: w"rlMn B-8

a P. BMicn. «.
MS^^gi?Brow^7w. Besch, J. Dickinson, E. J.
"TCm? HMMc.Tt7'R. Sliccr, W. H. Ba«»ell, O.

3. 8. Willi*. C. Ketaey. T. H.
Slw'a A,UHubt>«li, R. c. Putnsy.

q wiliiMinsk C W. L)*oo, J- Bamhart and A. H. Htnt.8*M^nary SociOy-ltev. f. N. Laine. U."iMrfu-o. l J. u cdd.r.
"o<"'*E-ftAftrifa. s. M. Hammond and H. 11. Piatt.Sum-Revs- J Psrker (second), E. O. Bates,c t Mallorv W. H. Thomas and J. W. Simpson.Cp* (Sfr 'Adi~»-A. McAii.ter T. M. Terry, H. Q.Judd B. A. Gilmsn and J. B. Htuili.pjilic Wortkip.c. B. 81ngJJ-ft* Dav

Puhlimtian u/ Jfi*tUe».0. A. Mubbell.jZ? of BitAop*-*. Roehmore, D. Oebornc, J. E.

Booh and Envelope* A. H. Mead.
PUBLICATION OK MINUTES.

The elders had reported a committee of three on
the Dubilcatlon ol minute*. which report1..E hi niacins this matter wholly in the
hand *of Rev. George A. Hubbell, pastor of Greene
avenue Methodist Eplswpal chnreh.who.l^year,nmtrir all this work. And as he nail aireauj
made arrangements ror the printing ol the mtmnesu!ih vear it was plain that he was the man to have
lt in charee. Tne coat of printing J,500 copies oftU minntes last rear was ffloo, beside which eachmember of the committee Kftve from five to twenty
days' time to the work and were out <of P0®*®*
ahont 4:io The conference raised $260 for tnis
nurnose and the committee had to make up the^i(rArAn<V bV AdVGTtl96lIl611UI* H6 SUJJKGStCd
ti»e matters relating to the Education, the ChurchExt^sion aid other societies of the church, which
urn nlibit"hed every year gratuitously, should bo
naid lor in whole or part by those societies. A
committee was, thereiore, appointed to ascertain
whether this can or cannot be done.

(Vin ferenee flxed the hoars of its session from
nine AM to twelve M., with a devotional hour
from eight to nine A. M. preceding. The chairmenHi Sip several examining committees were in¬
structed to rMiortin^ the results ol the ex¬
amination or each candidate for admission to tho

C0Q!e.ntrrcAL covdition of the mbthicts.
The reports of presiding elders or the condition

of their districts and the examination of character
were then taken up, and the south Long Island,
the Bridgeport and the fiew Haven districts weie
heard irom. The number of churches In the ScratU
Lontr Island district last year, as reported by 1 re-
mdictt Elder Fletcher, was lorty-nlne; this year it
is (litv-two New churches were built at Bellcport,Bavportand Youngport. L. I. The latter, however,
was burned down nearly as soon as it was finished,but the society has determined to build again. There
are twenty-five parsonages in the district, lhe
vame of the churches is $u86,oao: or the parsonages,

I'M

l oti'2 are on probation.
..«? _r.0

'
Dr. M. L. Scudder reported a year of great pros-

perity also in the Bridgeport ^to^ot. Hardly a

probation. One new church »nd
re-have been built and several ol both have beun re

V SKoTVepcirte.] for tne Sow H«»en

SSkbSsrS'sSHSs
ne&r^..,'I^IONS MEMOIRS, ADJ01HNMMNT.
nr ^S ule or Beliast. Ireland; Dr. warren,th^new nastor of St. John's Methodist Episcopal^mokivn. Ur Ed. Ereleston, of tneui?.n«mta t^jnrerence, and Rev. Mr. Bass, ol the

lnsn vS^sleyan Coherence, were severally intro-
dUBev ^ »WPhenson°wits appointed to prepare ft
momortal on Rev. C. G. Bowditch, and Rev. W. C.
Hon to perform a similar service toward the mera-nrV of Hev. Ed. Oldrin, members of the Conler-
pnee who have died during the year.
Tne conierenoe then adjoarned, and the several

committees met in the aiternoon to prepare work
ror the following sessions of the Oonierenee.

Dr. W. s. sttioley preached the Conterence ser¬
mon in the evening.

FUNERAL OF JUDGE EDX0VD3.
Hkdhon, N. T., April 8,1S74.

The remains of the late Judge John w. Edmonds
arrived in this otty this morning, and were con¬
veyed to the Worth Hoosc, where they lay in state
until one o'clock, when they were taken to their
final resting plaee in the lamily vault at the oeme-
tery, followed by a most imposing cortege. A
large gathering of oar leading citizens and a num¬
ber of persons nrom abroad viewed the remains
and followed them to the tomb. The irreat esteem
which our citizen* had lor the deceased was maul-
feated by tokens ol mourning on all sides.

THE STATE CAPITAL
The Canal Funding Bill.Poor Proapaetl ftf

Rapid Tranait.Tha Metropolitan Polioe
Scheme.Consolidation of the City

and County of Vew
York.Bargh'a Bill.

Albany, April s, isti.
Several great lights of the Chamber or Commerce

arrived to-day, namely, John Taylor Johnston, S
li. Chittenden, A. A. Low and George Opdyke, for
the purpose, principally, of defeating the Canal
Funding bill, which aims at depriving the canalB ol
State aid and leaving them self-supporting, an<l
also to give their views on the bill, making a court
or arbitration in the Chamber of Commerce and
putting the chief arbitrator under a salary from
the state. This bill has already passed the Assem¬
bly, with the state salary lor arbitrator stricken
out, bat it may be possible to have it restored in
the Senate. Mr. Chittenden, as be Is on the spot,
will give his attention to otner matters of legisla¬
tion, such as compulsory education, which la
struggling, in a leeble way, tor popularity, and
also the consolidation of New York and Brooklyn,
and other matters of geuetal interest, with which
Mr. Chittenden occupies his surplus energies.

COMING BACK TO FIRST PRINCIPLES.
It Is intended to Introduce a bill to provide that

whenever any street paving is to be done in any ol
the cities of the State the residents of the street and
none others shall eleot commissioners to carry out
the work, and they shall determine the kind ol
pavement to be used.

TUK KEOUUANtZATlON OP TBS POLICE BOARD.
The Metropolitan Police bill cannot pass until if

receives an extensive overhauling. The conduct
of the Street Cleaning Bureau, the lax discipline
of the police, the numerous charges against offi¬
cers and captains for breaches of duty and out¬
rages on citizens, are all to be eloquently urged in
favor of a complete reorganization of the Board.

TDK PURPOSK OK THE RAILROAD MONOPOLIES.
The Third Avenue K&ilroad Company has no in¬

tention of building a rapid transit road; and Blnca
that Is a fact, of which the Mew York and Harlem
Railroad cannot bo unaware, it la safe to ooncluda
that the monopoly alliance has only one purpose,,
and that is to prevent any outside Interference
with the routes they command by getting a char¬
ter each irom the Legislature.

marshal's duties.
A bill by Mr. Stephens proposes an amendment

to section 8 of chapter 400 of the Lawa of 1806,
providing that upon the filing of a transcript from
the Marine or District Courts of the city ol New
York, in the office of the Countv Clerk, similar
proceedings may be bad In the Court of Common
Pleas upon the issuance or Teturn of an execution
to any such marshals of the city of New York to
reach the personal property of Judgment debtors,
as are provided in chapter 2 oi the code of Pro*
cedure.

FOR THE BENEFIT OF SHERIFFS.
The Senate Judiciary committee repotted favor*

ably a bill providing tnat all process, of what¬
ever name, nature or description, except summons
In civil action or when the sherlfT is a party, issu¬
ing out of any court of record of this State,
whether by statute or otherwise, shall be Issued tu
the sheriffonly.

ARGUMENTS ON THE CANAL BILL.
Before the Joint committees on Canals In the

Assembly Chamber arguments were made this
aiternoon on the Important bill lor cutting off tha
canals from State support and making them shirt
lor themselves. William M. Evarta, George Op-
dyke and Prank Moulton spoke against the taction
of the bill which deprives the canals of seeking
means from the legislature for effecting repairs.
Koswell 0. Hatch, the author of the bill, upheld its
purpose.

TRIFLING WITH THE PEOPLE'S INTERESTS.
Conover's Chambers Street Railroad bill passed

the senate to-day. Nobody wants thta road but
Conover, and it is mere trifling with the interests ol
the people ot New York tnat a wretched schema
like tblH to put money in one man's pocket should
pass and measures ot vital concern, such aa tha
Eastman Rapid Transit bill should be left to sleep
in committee. The following amendments were
made by the committee
in ease the dividends shall reach ten per cent

on tne cost then tne Mayor shall appoint a com¬
mission, aud the report of the commission shall in¬
dicate how much the fare shall be reduoed, the
report to be binding on the railroad company:
also reauirlng a guarantee of $20,000 that the road
shall be built.
A list of the names, occupations and residences

or the various corporations, sworn to bv Mr. Cono-
ver, was presented. The bill passed by the lollow-
lng vote
Yeas.Messrs Booth, Bradley, Coe, Dickinson. Fox,Jacobs, Jonuoon, Kellogg. Lord. Madden, Parmenicr,

hay, .-elkreg, 1'liuinpnon. Tobey, wood. Woodla.17.
Nats.Me.i-rn. Cole. Connolly, Dow, Uancon, Oross,King, Led with, McUowau, MJddMton, iiobertaou.10.

THE PJtfiPVMMV &UR3ERIKS OF LEARNING.
The General Appropriation bill was sent by tha

Senate to the Assembly for concurrence. Mr.
Batcheller moved to concur in all the amendments
of the Senate except tne appropriation or (136,000
to the academies ol the State, which was agreed
to. Then rollowed a long debate on those pliagnyacademies, and the end is not yet; but it locks aa
if these perfumed and elegant nurseries of learn¬
ing will nave to lorego their State pocket money
tins year.

WORK FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS.
A bin Introduced by Mr. O'Callaghsn authorizes

the Department of Public Paries to complete tha
work of laying out Kingsoridge road, in New York
city, irom the southerly line of 166th street to tha
Harlem River.
TO CONSOLIDATE THE CITY AND COUNTY OF NEW

YORK.
Mr. Eastman reported lavorably the bill to con¬

solidate the government ol the city and county of
New York. It contaius no amendments, and is tha
same as Charles o'Conor drew up. It will meet
with some opposition, and there is talk of its being
unconstitutional; but It will edect a saving of sev¬
eral minions to the taxpayers.

TO RELIEVE NEWSPAPER BORES.
Tom Alvord's extraordinary bill making it a pen¬alty for any newspaper or periodical to neglect to

puolisb to the extent of one oolumn the reply of
any individual it may have criticised is one of
those escapades which the peculiar humor or uid
Salt loves to indulge. No doubt he has sent many
a reply to the papers that have noticed him in an
uncodipUmentary manner, and it has only round

! its way to the waste basket. This Is to prohibit
that reckless rorm or discretion which editors from
time immemorial have exercised.

RKRGH'8 BILL.
Bergh's bill "for the protection of llfo" Is on the

members' flies. It Is impossible to get a copy m
tne document room, so great has been the demand.
Tne only hope of securing one as a memento la by
stealing it off a member's flic, which, I regret to
say, Is a common practice.

In Committee of the Wbole of the Assembly this
evening the bill to incorporate

THE TNION AMERICAN MECHANICS,
the so-called Know Notning Association, gave rlaa
to some debate, wnich might have been very acrimo¬
nious if it had been longer continued. Mr. Spencer
said the Union American Mechanics had aa good a
right to a charter as the St. Patrtck'a Mutual Alli¬
ance, and Mr. Mclvin contended that the purpoaea
or the organization were sinister and prejudicial
to one class of citizens as distinct from another.
The bill was ordered to a third reading.
The senate Committee on cities heard Mr. H. H.

Anderson against Comptroller Ureen's bin to reas¬
sess vacated assessments in the city of New York.

the Committee on Commerce and Navigation
will report to-morrow, for the consideration of tha
House, the bill allowing the Presidents of the Irish
and German Emigrant Societies to have rail power
in tne Hoard of Emigration Commission.

AMKND1NU Hit GENERAL BANKING LAW.
The Governor has signed the bill amending tha

General Banking law. so as to permit the estab-
lisument oi banks with $60,000 capital In places of
6,ooo innabltants or less.

CONFIRMATION.
The Senate, in executive session to-day, con¬

firmed the loiiowing appointment:.For Auditor of
the Canal Department, Francis s. Thayer.

THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE.

Wew York Director* Decline to Con-
tribute More Than One-Third of tht
Amount Required.
A special meeting of the Board of Directors of

the East River Bridge Company was heal yesterday
afternoon at the office ot the Park Commissioners,
corner of fct&te and Court streets, Brooklyn..
There were present Mayor Havemeyer, of Mew
York, and Mayor Hunter, Comptrollers Green audi
Schroeder and Messrs. William Marshall, Henry lf.(
Slocum, James 3. T. Stranahan and others. The ob«
jectof tne meeting, which was private, was the con*
slder&tion ol the proposition made by the Brooklyn
directors that the two cities should bear eqna|
shares ot the total amount required for the com*
pletlon of the bridge, which is $8,000,000. This
mini, It Is estimated, will su/Uce to complete th«
bridge, which will unite Manhattan and LougJ
islands. . _

Mayor Havemever and Comptroller Green, after i
listening to the arguments in lavor of the talrnesa
01 the proposition.that eaoh city bear half thai
amount named.rernsed to concur. They*
were desirous, however, of continuing tMr
wore, and are of the opinion thag
New York will be doing her duty by paying one*,
third of tho future cost of the enterprise. Aiteff
a general discussion, in which no definite plan of
action was reached, the New York offlotaka wittMi
drew, leaving the question In abeyance. Thai
weather is now sufficiently open to admit of is
Immediate resumption of labor, and hundreds off-
Kile workingmen are awaiting the opportunity ft*
improve their time by assisting in the construct
Hon of the bridge. Tne expenditures of tha
Bridge Company laat month amounted to 14*71


